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things I foci even now that an Englishman   can understand me better
than the average Indian.

The letter illustrates the danger of relying on newspaper
reports. The late Sir Pherozeshah Mehta so dreaded the reports
that he never made an important pronouncement except in writing.
The late Mr. Gokhale used often to insist upon revising reports
of his own speeches. If these masters of oratory were in danger
of being misreported, what is to be said of those who make their
speeches in Hindustani and have the misfortune to be reported in
English ? In spite of all the goodwill in the world, reporters have
rarely succeeded in reporting my speeches correctly. Indeed the
best thing would be not to report speeches at all, except when
they have undergone revision by the speakers themselves. If this
simple rule were followed much misunderstanding could be avoided.

Young India, 8-12-1921

229.   IN EARNEST
The arrest of Lala Lajpat Rai and Messrs Lalkhan, Santanam
and Gopichand in the Punjab, of Messrs Phooken and Bardolai in
Assam, Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee in Bengal, Maulana Mohiuddin
and others in Ajmer and Mr. Harkarannath Mishra and others in
Lucknow means business. It shows not merely that the Govern-
ment is in earnest but that it is not going to tolerate non-co-opera-
tion any longer; no longer is it a question of putting down violence,
it is one of compelling co-operation. And this is as it should be.
The Government had to appear in its true colours some day or
other. No Prince had such welcome as is being offered to the
Prince of Wales. The chosen leaders of the people are being put
away so that the latter may accept the lead of the Government
and so that there may be no hartal on the day of the Prince's
entry into the various provinces.
All this the Government of India, constituted as it is, has a
right to do, and we non-co-operate because it claims and exercises
such right on due occasion. The right consists in its imposing its
will upon the people, not recognizing that of the people to have
their own way except on pain of being imprisoned. The issue is
clear, and neatly summed up in the Lawrence statue whose removal
the Government will not allow although it is the property in law
of the people. It must govern by the pen or the sword., Once
more the choice has been offered to the people. Will they accept